Running head: COMPARISON BETWEEN THE HOUYHNHNMS AND THE YAHOOS        1


COMPARISON BETWEEN THE HOUYHNHNMS AND THE YAHOOS                                2







Comparison between the Houyhnhnms and the Yahoos
Student’s Name
Institution



Comparison between the Houyhnhnms and the Yahoos
Gulliver’s last voyage where he is mutinied and left at an island changes his beliefs. In the book, the Houyhnhnms have an exceptional character due to their rational thinking. On the other hand, the Yahoos lack reason which makes them appear as disgusting to Gulliver. Furthermore, Swift describes the Houyhnhnms as intelligent “I was amazed to see such actions and behavior in brute beasts…they must be the wisest people upon the earth,” but believes the opposite for the Yahoos(Swift, 1995). The Yahoos are beastly creatures full of greed, deception and lust while the Houyhnhnms govern themselves with reason. The author notes that the Yahoos do not clip their nails, shave their hair or wear any clothes and hence look disgusting to the audience. On the other hand, the Houyhnhnms have dignity and do not 
The author applies his satiric message about human nature and reason concerning the inhabitants of the island to show how humans are distinct from each other despite being the same. The island is inhabited by talking horses, the Houyhnhnms and degenerate humans, the Yahoos. Swift compares humans to the Yahoos in contrast to the Houyhnhnm. He presents the Yahoos (humans) as animals and describes the Houyhnhnms (Horses) as human, while they are animals in reality(Swift, 1995). In this regard, he uses the aspect of reason as the central virtue distinguishing humans from animals. Swift portrays human nature as irrational. 
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